826 Worthington Ridge 
1800 


Joseph Booth (1770-1849) & Hannah Henry (1770- 
1846) He was a tanner and had a hat factory. 


Colonial 


Worthington Historic District 


Berlin Historical Society: Walking Tour of Berlin’s Historic District 


Originally housed a hat shop. According to Berlin historian Catharine North, Booth was partially 
deaf and used this to his advantage in bargaining for furs with neighborhood boys. Booth would 
name a price he would pay then grow deaf to all other demands. 


Historic Buildings of Connecticut 


Joseph Booth built the house at 826 Worthington 
Ridge, c. 1800. It was remodeled in the 1830s or 
1840s, when a Greek Revival doorway was added. As 
related in Catharine Melinda North’s History of 

Berlin (1916): The property next south of the hotel was 
owned by Joseph Booth, who built the front part of the 
house in 1800. The large ell was added later. In the 
corner of the lot, on the north side of the house, Mr. 
Booth had a shop for making hats. These hats were 
made of wool or skins. The boys of the neighborhood 
earned many an honest dollar by catching mink and muskrats and Salinas the skins to Mr. Booth, to 
be worked up into hats. The old gentleman was very deaf and always carried an ear trumpet . He 
was a good trader and invariably understood the price at about half that mentioned by the boys, and 
then would never settle on any basis except according to hearing. 


1934 WPA Census of Old Buildings in Connecticut 

Survey at the Connecticut State Library Digital 

Collection. Slide # 008 

1800 Joseph Booth current owner: George Meisner 
Wood building, peak roof, central brick 
chimney, two stories and a half, 9 window 
front, slightly paired, 3/6 and 6/6 sash, cut 
stone foundation 


1935 Susqui-Centennial Celebration of the Town of Berlin — Berlin Old Houses. 
1800 Joseph Booth current owner: George Mesiner Worthington Ridge 


1985 Townwide Historic and Architectural Survey of Berlin, Connecticut. Survey # 192 
1800 Joseph Booth current owner: Edward & Jean Olson 

Joseph Booth built this house about 1800 and had a shop for making 
hats to the north. Berlin historian Catherine North says he was 
partially deaf, and used this to advantage in bargaining over furs 
with the neighborhood boys. Booth would name the price he wanted to 
pay and then grow suddenly deaf to all other demands. Booth died in 
1849 at the age of 79; the house remained in the Booth family for a 
few years thereafter. 


2018 Town of Berlin GIS Index. 


1800 current owner: Muriel Olson 


Genealogy 


Joseph Booth 


He was the proprietor of a hat factory, Jos. Booth and Sons, where he 

made hats of wool or skins. He had a tannery at the foot of the hill leading to East Berlin where 8-10 
vats, inside and outside the building, held cowhides, sheep and calf skins to be tanned and made into 
boots and shoes. Men's jackets, breeches were also made and strung along the fence. On the lot was a 
small building where Alfred North made eyeglasses and jewelry. Deacon North joined them and sold 
groceries. Booth was very deaf and carried a large ear trumpet. Neighborhood boys trapped mink and 
muskrat and sold them to Booth for the tannery. In 1825-1835 listings his residence was the 11th 
building from the north end of Worthington Ridge, now 820, and he also was the owner of 826-828 
Worthington Ridge. He and his wife joined the Berlin Congregational Church in 1821, dismissed in 1848. 
Died at age 79. Listed in the Postmaster's letter (microfilm): Oct. 1840 ; June 1841 ; Feb. 1843. Died at 
age 79. Atlas: 1855, 1869 North. History of Berlin: p. 181, 185, 195, 207 Brandegee, p. 36 


Joseph Booth (1770-1849) son of Capt. Joseph Booth & Mary Hale of Enfield, CT In 1795 he married 
Hannah Henry (1770-1846) and they had children: Hannah, Edwin, Anna, Joseph, Henry. He was a 
tanner and had a hat factory. They are buried in Bridge Cemetery. 
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Other landscape feotures or buildings (Specify) 


a Scattered buildings visible from site 


[3 High building density 


16 INTERRELATIONSHIP OF BUILDING AND SURROUNDING 


In Worthington Ridge Local Historic District, next to 


Worthington Academy. 


second 
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17, OTHER NOTABLE FEATURES OF BUILDING OR SITE (interior and/or exterior) 


The Joseph Booth House has a five-bay facade with a central entry. 
The exterior of the house kas been renovated and shows considerable 
new fabric. The entry has simple fluted pilasters, a wide plain 
frieze, molded cornice and a later paneled door. Some old beaded 
corner board remains. Windows are in projecting plain board frames 
and are fitted with recent 12-over-12 sash; second-floor windows are 
located close to the eaves. Side elevations have some 2-over-2 sash. 
The narrow molded cornice shows a partial return; there is a large 
central brick chimney. There is a small recent entry porch on the 
left elevation, and an old two-story parallel rear extension. 


DESCRIPTION (Continued) 


RCHI BUILDER 


19 HISTORICAL OR ARCHI CTURAL IMPOR NCE 


Joseph Booth built this house about 1800 and had a shop for making 
hats to the north. Berlin historian Catherine North says he was 
partially deaf, and used this to advantage in bargaining over furs 
with the neighborhood boys. Booth would name the price he wanted to 
pay and then grow suddenly deaf to all other demands. Booth died in 
1849 at the age of 79; the house remained in the Booth family for a 
few years thereafter. 


SIGNIFICANCE 


In addition to its association with an early Berlin citizen, the 
house is also a good example of the sort of house built in Berlin 
around 1800. While it owes a good deal of its form (the five-bay 
facade, the central entry, the ridge-parallel orientation) to the 
central chimney houses of the earlier decades of the (continued) 


1855 Atlas 


1869 Atlas 
North, p. 181 
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Joseph Booth House 


19. (continued) : 


18th century, the lack of a hewn overhang and the position of the 
second floor windows several inches beneath the eaves (as opposed 
to directly adjoining the cornice) shows its later origins. The 
house apparently underwent remodeling in the 1830s or 1840s. The 
entry surround almost surely dates from the period of the Greek 
Revival's highest popularity; the deep overhang of the eaves and 
the partial cornice return were probably added at the same time. 
Some of the exterior fabric, notably the windows and their frames, 
appears to be of 20th-century origin. 


